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By TOM V‘HCKER’

TOM VWITKER is chief Washington
correspondent of The New York Times,

o WASHINGTON.

to stand a ood 20 feet tall in these
parts. There is nothing in the capital
that can look down on him except

‘khe Wasnington Monument. _
The inevitable—ond in ‘this case, S
-fronic—result of that is that every-|
‘Rhing at M,

Johnsen's feet looks
smalier thaa it really is, In 18 months
.5 President, he has made most of the
Enstitutions of Washington look like

Lhe public to grasp that there is any-,

‘lbne in thé Johnson Administration

but a man named Johnson.
That is ironic hecause no President.

fn Gecades has worked so hard to,
Joring Congress into working partner-

kaip, because Mr. Johnson has passed

blaces more reliance in some ways

Jupon important advisers and staff
;Jmembers than many of his predeces-

ors did. it is iromnic, too, because of

ng consensus.

The Johnson formula of leadership
oes not, therefore, prescribe a one-
an band. But the President’s per-,
onality and force make it inevxtable
hat everything he does is a star per-
ormance. He dominates any room hy;
alking into it and any conference
y taking his seat. “Power is,” he
nce said, “where power goes”; and

'his Presidency has demonstrated that:

here his kind of power goes, so do.
11 eyes. No matter what the for-'

or, Liyndon B. John.>a speaking out,*
yndon B. Johnson getting tho credit ,
and not infrequently the blame,

ctivities

varons on their vast domains, B

Lyncon Baines Johnson seems a
drought in for Mr. Johnson's contem- ]

|sygmies, and it 1s sometimes hard for!

but - more operational authority to‘;
[Cabinet members than, for instance,
‘Pohn F. Kennedy did, and because he

is unfilaggzing efforts to.bring both,
overnment and private interests un-
er ‘one great tent” of cooperation'

ula, in this Administration it fs!
yncon B. Johnson front and cen-,‘_

’. % backed down from before.”

. How ihe process of Johnsonizing ‘the!
ot this Administration works
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che quiet Saturday moming at the

anger 7 had just hit the moon, send- |
g back 4,316 high- quality photos of i
proposed lunar landing surface, and'| i
selection of the pictures had been;

lation—whereupon, the most accom- .
lished pitchman in White House his-'

‘thry rose to heights perhaps unequalcd
¢ce P. T. Barnum first gazed upon..

the Siamese Twins.
First, the President ordered the-
ghowing to proceed in the Cabmetl
koom before an audience of reporters;’
dnd photographers. Then he hitched!
lis own chair so close to the movieI
:dereen that the photographers could)
Jot take pictures of it without taking|
is, too. When the showing was fin-
fhed, Mr. Johnson wasted scarcely a'

oment in technical - discussion of
hat ‘he had seen. With an instinct
s sure as the rocket’s radio guidance,:
e put the occasion to work for hims:

*Are you satisfied with the return;
n that investment?”
idemanded of Dr. Homer E. Newell..
dn associate administrator -of the Na—,
ional Aero-
i nautics and Space Administm
- tion. ]
*Dr. Newell said he was “de- "
. lighted.”
< “Hlated?"
4. prompted.
H"’-' ‘“Elated,"
ceded
" Did the Ranger "adventure," A
e the President next inquired, ‘:
‘| :'teave any doubt whatsoever:
] about the desirability of going -
to the moon (a project then"
under fire by such important -
(. " critics as Barry M. Goldwater.
- sand Dwight D. BEisenhower) 7
' ' <" “Not in my mind, not at all,” |
f Dr. Newell wag happy to say.
L would feel that we were
‘bnckmg down from a real chal-
Y N “lenge, the kind we've never

i

'

M. -Johnson“'

.Dr. Newell con-‘

i “So what?” Mr. Johnson
Y gaid, none’ tog patiently. D

3
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hite House in August of last year. =

.. recognized as the able scientist -

Mr. Johnson _

'_ much to say about that. = 7

‘Dr Newell suggested
“In the world?"”
" “In the world.”

‘ “Do you think we can be i
“first in the world and secnnd
in ‘space?” Mr., Johnson de-"
. ;mmded expectantly. A
“No, sir,” Dr. Newell said

recoiling from the very idec.

All the while, of course, cam-~
eras were clicking and report- ¢
ers were scribbling. Later, a ¢
NASA official said the Pres- :
ident—not just Ranger 7—had
made the - biggest publicity =
breakthrough for the moon °
program since its inception

o

Ranger's can't be overshadowed
entirely even by a President.
The prime victim in this case:
was Dr. Newell. Answering
.the Johnson catechism like & .
schoolboy, he could hardly be ; E
K
" and important administratbr &
that he is. - —"i
Mr. Johnson's constant over--
shadowing of ali the men and ;
‘works of his Administration ;
“ results to a great extent from :* 4
+ his rea] and direct personal in--:
volvement Nowhere is this- "
. more true than in his con-
duct of foreign policy —and,’

" never was the impact of his " g
‘. own judgment and personality

greater than in his quick and

.. forceful intervention in the Do- }
* minican Republic’s chaotic af- ¢
~fairs, Not even the sécond ']
most powerful man in the.q
Johnson Administration, Secre- 1
. tary of Defense Robert 8, Mec- :
Namara, seems’ to have hadla

How much was Mr. John-
"son's decision to send* 400 ma--
rines to Santo Domingo (on’!
' Wednesday, April 28) based on "
a desire to save American
lives, and how miuch on intel-
ligence reports that a Commu- :

s

‘nist take-over threatened the N

"Dominican Republic? _
- “Only Lyndon Johnson could |

- tell you that,” one of hig most
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i+ one and some of the other, But

N ac hievement like the f‘f‘ :
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